Inherited epidermolysis bullosa. Clinical features, molecular genetics, and pathoetiologic mechanisms.
Recent advances in the molecular biology of the extracellular matrix have resulted in a detailed understanding of the cutaneous basement membrane zone. Consequently, the application of this information to the study of the molecular genetics of the genodermatoses has resulted in spectacular success in the last few years. This article summarizes progress made in the molecular biology of the cutaneous basement membrane zone and its impact on understanding the basis of heritable blistering diseases of the skin, with particular emphasis on epidermolysis bullosa.